


 

18 November 2011

6 Goose Point P O Box 1126
East Sandwich 02537

Terry Blake
Chair Sandwich Historical Commission

Dear Terry,
Please read this letter to the members of the Sandwich Historical 
Commission at your next meeting.  I would have simply emailed a copy to all 
but I am afraid I am not up on the names and email addresses of all the 
current members.  If you do not have the time to read this letter, please 
pass it along via email to all members to consider my request at their next 
meeting. 

I am writing to request that the Sandwich Historical Commission to share 
some of its $500. budget to purchase desperately needed enamel coated 
metal shelving for the Periodical Room of the Sandwich Public Library where 
many Archival Documents are stored due to lack of space in the Macknight 
Room.  The current shelving in the Periodical room is of wood.  It has 
rotted, is not secured, is too shallow, has nails springing forth, I am sure 
you get the picture….It is there for anyone to view.  Wood is not an 
acceptable substance to be near archival documents, even if they are 
encased in grey archival boxes. 

I think a bit of history of your budget might be necessary to explain since 
the only member of the current SHC who served when this budget was 
initiated is Carolyn Crowell.   

Some years ago I went to our Director of Development and Planning, 
JoAnne Miller Buntich, with whom I had worked closely to win some grants 
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for archival work before the Town accepted the CPA.  I requested a budget 
of some sort for the SHC.  Bud Dunham granted this request and the 
Planning dept agreed to hold our paper copies of minutes and agendas and 
correspondence in a room at 16 Jan Sebastian.  All our mail also went 
through the Planning office and Jo Anne designed from stationery for us 
and gave us use of her secretarial staff.  I have no idea if this relationship 
still exists since I cease to be a member effective June 30, 2010.  I am 
emailing this letter because I have no idea where you pick up your mail at 
this point. 

Since the archives has always been under funded or meagerly funded, the 
SHC voted each year to donate some funds to enable me to order some 
supplies for Barbara to use to preserve precious documents.  Many of the 
grey boxes you see today were purchased by the SHC. 

While the budget money was never used as petty cash, there was an 
occasional reimbursement to a member for some expenses directly tied to 
the SHC.  For example, when Jon Shaw and I prepared presentations for a 
Demolition Delay Bylaw, under some other name, he took some photos and we 
reimbursed him for that ink or whatever.  But on the whole, members voted 
to designate the $500. to some worthy cause directly tied to preservation. 
I believe the SHC budget paid to have some of the older oral history tapes 
digitized before FOSTA picked up that project.

I am proud that former members of the SHC were so generous.  The use of 
the money was always a vote of the Commission by the way. 

As you must be aware, the Archives receives NO funding from the Town or 
the Sandwich Public Library right now.  FOSTA is the total source of 
funding for archival supplies and Barbara’s salary and we operate solely on 
donations.  I was able to secure one grant from the Cape Cod Five for the 
restoration of an original 1857 map that should be back from New England 
Conservation Document Center any day now.  I am hoping to apply to them 
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this year for a grant to begin to digitize the Tax Valuation records that are 
our only original source, and they are hand written ledgers, for that valuable 
information of the history of those who lived in Sandwich from 1861 
through 1950.  A law passed in 1860 requiring all towns to keep such 
records.  Taylor White has just taken a sample book to NECDC for a cost 
estimate to have it digitized so I can then multiply that times the number 
of ledgers etc.  Sure you get the point.  

Over the past few years FOSTA has somehow managed to find the money 
for other important projects.  We have successfully digitized Russell 
Lovell’s Sandwich A Cape Cod Town with Russell’s corrections and additions.  

I now have permission of the Select Board to approach The New England 
Historical and Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in Boston with regard to a 
possible purchase of the digitized copy with a possible publication I mind. 

We thought it important to ‘SAVE’ this book that is now out of print with 
no available copies available in town for sale.  I will not bore you with 
anymore lists of accomplishments except to say that individual members of 
FOSTA have donated their money for particular projects as well as their 
physical efforts to re align and organize the archives both in the Macknight 
room and in the Periodical room in the basement. 

Thank you for your time and careful consideration,

Kaethe O’Keefe Maguire
President Friends of the Sandwich Town Archives
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6DQGZLFK�+LVWRULFDO��VKF����#JPDLO�FRP!

)ZG��7RZQ�+DOO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�3KDVH�,,�
3HGHVWULDQ�DQG�+DQGLFDSSHG�$FFHVVLELOLW\�	�6DIHW\
��PHVVDJH

7%�:%��EODNH�SUREDWH#JPDLO�FRP! :HG��1RY����������DW������30
7R��6+&�:HEVLWH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU��VKF����#JPDLO�FRP!

�����������)RUZDUGHG�PHVVDJH�����������
)URP��-RQDWKDQ�6KDZ��VKDZ#FDSH�FRP!
'DWH��0RQ��1RY����������DW������30
6XEMHFW��7RZQ�+DOO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�3KDVH�,,��3HGHVWULDQ�DQG�+DQGLFDSSHG�$FFHVVLELOLW\�	�6DIHW\
7R��7HUU\�%ODNH��EODNH�SUREDWH#JPDLO�FRP!

'HDU�7HUUL�

,�UHFHQWO\�PHW�ZLWK��3DXO�7LOWRQ���'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�6DQGZLFK�3XEOLF�:RUNV�'HSW���3DWULFN�(OOLV���UHWLUHG�FRQWUDFWRU
DQG�IRUPHU�PHPEHU�	�FKDLU�RI�WKH�%RDUG�RI�6HOHFWPHQ��DQG�)UDQN�3DQQRUIL���&KDLU��6DQGZLFK�%RDUG�RI
6HOHFWPHQ��7KHVH�WKUHH��LQFOXGLQJ�P\VHOI��IRUPHUO\�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�6DQGZLFK�7RZQ�+DOO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�DQG
5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�WKDW�JXLGHG�WKH�KLVWRULF�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO��:LWK�WKH�IRXU�RI�XV�ZDV�-RVHSK
0DJQL�RI�9DQDVVH�+DQJHQ�%UXVWOLQ��,QF���GHVLJQ�FRQWUDFWRUV�

7KH�DERYH�LQGLYLGXDOV�PHW�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�QHHG�WR�HPEDUN�RQ�3KDVH�,,�RI�WKH�KLVWRULF�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�DVVRFLDWHG
ZLWK�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO��3KDVH�,,�LV�EHVW�GHVFULEHG�LQ�EULHI�DV��7RZQ�+DOO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�3KDVH�,,�
3HGHVWULDQ�DQG�+DQGLFDSSHG�$FFHVVLELOLW\�	�6DIHW\��IURP�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO�WR�WKH�DUWHVLDQ�IRXQWDLQ�DQG�VLGHZDON
OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�KLVWRULF�'H[WHU�*ULVW�0LOO���3KDVH�,,�ZDV�GLVFXVVHG�E\�WKH�6DQGZLFK�7RZQ�+DOO�&RPPLWWHH�VHYHUDO
\HDUV�DJR�DQG�VHW�DVLGH�WHPSRUDULO\��7KH�WLPH�KDV�QRZ�FRPH�WR�UHTXHVW�&RPPXQLW\�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�IXQGLQJ��7KH
6+&�SURSRVHG�DQG�UHSHDWHGO\�VXSSRUWHG�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�WKH�HDUOLHU�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
RI�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO��DQG�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHTXHVW�WKDW�DW�WKH�:HGQHVGD\��'HFHPEHU����PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH
6DQGZLFK�+LVWRULFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�EH�DVNHG�WR�UHYLHZ�3KDVH�,,�DQG�WR�YRWH�WR�PDNH
DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�6DQGZLFK�&RPPXQLW\�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�

&XUUHQWO\��ZKHQ�OHDYLQJ�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO�DQG�ZDONLQJ�XS�:DWHU�6WUHHW�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�ZDON�,172�WKH�VWUHHW�LWVHOI
VLQFH�WKH�VLGHZDON�LV�PLVVLQJ��0RUHRYHU��WKH�DUWHVLDQ�IRXQWDLQ��D�XQLTXH�DQG�YHU\�ROG�IHDWXUH�RI�WKLV�VLWH��LV
LQDFFHVVLEOH�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�YLVLWRUV�LQ�ZKHHOFKDLUV�RU�SK\VLFDOO\�FKDOOHQJHG�VLQFH�WKH�VXQNHQ�DUHD�DURXQG�LW�LV
UHDFKHG�E\�GHVFHQGLQJ�GRZQ�VHYHUDO�FUXPEOLQJ�VODWH�VWHSV��7KH�ZRUN�WR�FRUUHFW�WKHVH�LVVXHV�ZRXOG�FRQVLVW�RI�D
ZRRG�EULGJH�DFURVV�WKH�0LOO�VWUHDP�RQ�WKH�:DWHU�6WUHHW�VLGH�RI�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO�WR�SHUPLW�SHGHVWULDQ�DQG
ZKHHOFKDLU�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO��UDLVLQJ�WKH�DUWHVLDQ�IRXQWDLQ�DQG�WKH�DUHD�DURXQG�LW�VR�WKDW�LW�LV
IXOO\�KDQGLFDSSHG�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�DFFHVVLEOH�DQG�UHEXLOGLQJ�WKH�QHDUE\�ZHDNHQHG�VWRQH�ZDOO�DORQJ�WKH�0LOO
VWUHDP�VR�WKDW�LW�LV�HQWLUHO\�DQG�SHUPDQHQWO\�VHFXUH��7KHUH�ZDV�GLVFXVVLRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DERYH�RI�DOVR
LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�WKH�SURMHFW�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�VWRQH�ZDOO�DORQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�KHUULQJ�UXQ�ZKLFK�H[WHQGV
IURP�WKH�DUHD�QHDU�WKH�DUWHVLDQ�IRXQWDLQ�WR�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�ZRRG�EULGJH�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�KLVWRULF�'H[WHU�*ULVW�PLOO�

,�KRSH�\RX�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�LQ�WKH�$JHQGD�IRU�WKH�'HFHPEHU���6+&�PHHWLQJ�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�DQ�6+&
DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�&3&��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�3KDVH�,,�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�HQVXUH�QHFHVVDU\�SHGHVWULDQ�DQG�KDQGLFDSSHG
DFFHVVLELOLW\�DQG�VDIHW\�WR�WKH�KLVWRULF�7RZQ�+DOO�EXW�DOVR�FUHDWH�D�YLVXDOO\�SOHDVLQJ�:DWHU�6WUHHW�HQWUDQFH�DQG
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�7RZQ
V�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KHULWDJH�WRXULVP�WKDW�LV�VR�YLWDO�WR�WKH�7RZQ
V�HFRQRPLF�ZHOO�EHLQJ�

,�DP�VHQGLQJ�E\�VHSDUDWH�H�PDLO�DQ�DUWLVW
V�UHQGHULQJ�ZKLFK�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR�E\�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO
V
UHVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�DUFKLWHFW��:HQGDOO�.DOVRZ��ZKLFK�VKRZV�WKH�SURSRVHG�3KDVH�,,�DFFHVVLELOLW\�EULGJH
DQG�WKH�DUHD�DURXQG�WKH�DUWHVLDQ�IRXQWDLQ��7KLV�UHQGHULQJ�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�WR�WKH�7RZQ��,�DOVR�KDYH
VRPH�SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�SUHSDUHG�UHFHQWO\�E\�9DQDVVH�+DQJHQ�%UXVWOLQ�WKDW�,�ZLOO�EULQJ�WR�WKH
PHHWLQJ�

*PDLO���)ZG��7RZQ�+DOO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�3KDVH�,,��3HGHVW��� KWWSV���PDLO�JRRJOH�FRP�PDLO�X���"XL�	LNF�GGH��D��	YLHZSW	VH���
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