
Sandwich Historical Commission -- DRAFT 

Wednesday, 2 February 2011 

MacKnight Archives Room 

 

Attending: Chair Daley, Ellen Carlson, Carolyn Crowell, Jennifer Madden, Jonathan Shaw, 

Nancy Stetson; and Associate Members Terry Blake, Kate Bavelock 

 

Absent: Eleanor Sterling, Garrett Gowan, Karen Juros, Janet Pinault, Palmer True 

 

The meeting was called to order a little after 3:00 PM.   

 

1. Approval of the Minutes: The Approval of Meeting Minutes has been tabled due to lack of 

quorum over the course of several months.  Meeting minutes for October 2010, November 

2010, December 2010, and January 2010 were presented for approval.  Nancy Stetson moved 

that all four sets of minutes be approved.  The motion was seconded by Carolyn Crowell.  

The meeting minutes for October 2010, November 2010, December 2010, and January 2011 

were unanimously approved. 

 

2. Historic Markers: Bill made a note regarding Nell Gould, the sign maker.  Nell normally 

makes the signs in her unheated basement, and following an attempt to make them in her 

dining room, she has asked if any new signs can be delayed until April.  Once Nell is back in 

production, markers can be produced within 6 weeks of the receipt an approved marker. 

 

The following properties were approved for Historic Markers: 

 

Address Historic Name Date Owner/ Applicant 

8 Dewey Avenue Joseph Harrison 1856 Katherine Chaffee 

91 Route 6A Hillport 1911 Barbara Shaner 

174 Main Street Charles Fessenden 1847 Maureen Condon 

9 Liberty Street Thomas Blackwell 1842 
Sharyn Ekbergh on behalf 

of June Kershaw (owner) 

12 Jarves Street Reverend Giles Pease Ca. 1840 Fernando Pola 

 

3. 15 Canary Street Update 

The request to demolish the historic structure at 15 Canary Street was denied by the 

Sandwich Historic District Committee.  The owner is appealing to the Old King’s Highway 

Regional Historic District Commission.  Their scheduled appearance before Commission has 

been rescheduled to March 1, 2011.  Bill Daley originally intended to represent the Historical 

Commission and speak on behalf of denying the appeal but is not available to attend the 

March 1
st
 session.  Jonathan Shaw has agreed to represent the Historical Commission in his 

stead.   

 

There are three options that the Regional Historic District Commission might pursue: 

a. grant permission to demolish the structure 

b. support the decision of the Sandwich Historic District Committee 

c. Remand the decision back to the Sandwich Historic District Committee 



 

The Sandwich Historical Commission takes the position that the Regional Historic District 

Commission should support the decision of the Sandwich Historic District Committee to prohibit 

the demolition of 15 Canary Street.  

 

4. Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) Preservation Award application for 

Sandwich Town Hall 

Bill and Jonathan are working on an application to submit the Sandwich Town Hall 

preservation project for the MHC Preservation Award in the Stewardship Category.  They 

believe that Town Hall is a good fit for this category due to its continuous use as the town’s 

center of government since 1834.  The application will include a list of contributors, 

contractors, and other professionals who were involved with the project.  The application will 

also include a series of before and after photos.  A professional photographer has been hired 

to photo document the renovated Town Hall.  The submittal is due March 1, 2011. 

 

5. Local Comprehensive Plan ï Review of Historical Commission Goals and Objectives 

Bill Daley has sent the Preservation Actions section of the town’s Local Comprehensive Plan 

to all Commission members via e-mail.  He asks that members take a look at the Preservation 

Actions and be prepared to discuss them at the March 2011 meeting.   

 

Terry Blake expressed interest in working with Historic Massachusetts (? for Reviewers: 

MHC or Historic New England – not sure which is being referred to ) and also looking into 

making an HD quality documentary film on the history of Sandwich.  It was noted that Paula 

Johnson at Sandwich Cable Television was also interested in such a project.  Terry indicated 

that she would connect with Paula Johnson.  Terry is in contact with a documentary film 

maker who has expressed some interest in Sandwich as a topic.   The documentary film 

maker would be interested in creating a film that could be marketed to the History Channel or 

similar media outlet.  The current focus is on finding interesting stories pertinent to the 

history of the community.  Some suggested stories included the Wing Fort House and 

carvings found in the attic there and the Town Hall door designed by Samuel Howland. 

 

6. Sandwich Historical Commission Meeting Time 

Bill Daley observed that the Commission had failed to meet a quorum over the last few 

meetings.  He raised the possibility of changing the meeting time from the afternoon to 

evening to potentially improve member attendance.  A motion was made by Carolyn Crowell 

to switch the Commission’s regular meeting time from 3 PM to 7 PM and to continue 

meeting the first Wednesday of every month.  The motion was seconded by Nancy Stetson.  

The motion was approved. 

 

The next meeting of the Sandwich Historical Commission will take place on Wednesday, 

March 2 at 7 PM, same location. 

 

7. Membership 

Bill Daley nominated Terry Blake to be an Associate Member of the Historical Commission.  

Nancy Stetson moved that Terry Blake be made an Associate Member, Ellen Carlson 

seconded the nomination.  The motion was approved. 



 

Eleanor Sterling has submitted her resignation opening a position for a new full member on 

the Historical Commission.  Due to Terry Blake’s demonstrated interested and efforts to 

support the work of the Historical Commission, Bill Daley recommended elevating Terry 

Blake to full member status.  Carolyn Crowell moved to make Terry Blake a full member of 

the Commission, Nancy Stetson seconded the nomination.  The motion to make Terry Blake 

a full member of the Sandwich Historical Commission was approved.  

 

8. Old Business:  

 

a. Signage for National Register Districts: Jon Shaw reported that an application has been 

submitted to the CPA Committee for $16,000 to cover the cost of about 20 signs.  The 

signs were designed by Paul White and would resemble the now familiar Historic Marker 

signs in shape and color scheme.  The size of the signs would very dependent upon its 

location.  Installation would be accomplished by the town’s DPW and their effort would 

be reflected as an in-kind contribution in the required match for CPA dollars.   The signs 

would all be located on state and local public property. The signage must be approved the 

Historic District Committee and the CPA funds must be approved by Town Meeting. 

 

b. Ivan Myjerôs Final Report on the Old Burying Ground: Ivan submitted 2 hard copies 

of his two-volume report as well as a more extensive digital dataset provided on a 

memory sticks.  Ivan has recommended that the Commission develop a digital resource 

policy to safeguard the digital material as it is stored, maintained, updated, and made 

available to the public. The digital data is extensive and not all of it would be of direct 

interest to the public. 

 

It would be valuable to involve others in the discussion of how to make this information 

available to the public and to town managers.  Representatives from DPW should 

definitely be involved.    

 

The Commission discussed a number of possible institutions that could host the data on 

their respective websites.  These included the Sandwich Historical Commission, the 

Sandwich Public Library, the New England Genealogical Society, and the 

Commonwealth Archives.  It was determined that it would best to keep the database local 

and that this question should first be explored with the Sandwich Public Library.   

 

Ivan Myjer submitted two memory sticks -- one containing the contents of an earlier 

submittal and the other containing the final submittal.  Jennifer Madden agreed to take on 

the task of reviewing the contents of both memory sticks to be sure that the contents of 

the final submittal are complete. 

 

 

9. Other Notes: 
a. Cape Cod Life, January 2011 issue: This month’s issue features an interview with Bill 

Daley, the Historical Commission’s current chair and highlights Sandwich’s rich 

heritage. 



 

b. Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) Preservation Grant ï Round 17 was 

recently announced.  The deadline for submittal is March 25.  The Burying Ground 

project may be a possible candidate for funding.  The Preservation Grant requires a 50/50 

match which may be addressed by the $20,000 that the town is making available for the 

Burying Ground.  Jennifer Madden is researching the grant to see if an application is 

feasible within the given timeframe.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:42 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Carlson 


