MEETING NOTICE
. TOWN OF SANDWICH MA
 Sandwich Historical Commission

Location: MacKnight Room (Town Archives),
Sandwich Public Library, 142 Main St,
Sandwich, MA

Date: February 1, 2012

Time: 6:00 PM

1. Review & Approval of Minutes (Vote)

2. Correspondence / Statements / Announcements / Follow Up

3. Public Forum

4. Staff Meeting (720 minutes)
Jennifer - Cemetery Preservation Update (70 minutes)
Group Discussion — Sand Hill School Community‘Forum

5. Old Business.

6. New Business.

7. Public Forum.

Signed: 7"[{’1’7

Name: Terry Blake, Chair

Date: January 27, 2012
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December 26, 2011

To the First Church of Christ board and senior minister:

We have studied the 1** Church’s plan to build a parking lot on Town Conservation land abutting
our property, as proposed to us at the November 29, 2011 abutter’s meeting. Having given it much
thought, we wish to inform you that we strongly object to the proposal for many reasons.

1. Asyou do not own the land, we feel it is highly inappropriate for the Church to build a permanent,
paved, and lighted parking lot on Town owned Conservation land. We certainly could not decide to
use that land for a personal project of our own, nor should you.

2. Itis our understanding that the Town Conservation land you wish to build upon is meant to be
forever wild, as it acts as a refuge for wild life, and also as a buffer for the residential section of
Water Street from the commercial area on Main Street. Birds, rabbits, opossum, groundhog, even
foxes, live in that woodland area. By keeping this land wild, it protects the vernal pool wetland area
as well. Also, we are concerned that Colonial and Native American artifacts/remains are likely in
that undisturbed land area previously owned by the first settlers of Sandwich. If you are permitted
to continue with this project, a thorough archaeological investigation should take place first.

3. Your project would use most of the Town Conservation land available, abutting several private
residences and coming very close to private property lines. Our property will be affected by traffic
noise and light glow. Your proposal to screen the lot with shrubs would be ineffective, unless those
shrubs are evergreen and much taller that the light stanchions to be installed.

4. As abutters, we are concerned with the usage of the lot by the general public, tour buses, etc. at
any time of the day or night. It provides the opportunity for crime, and damage to our property due
to an easy access to our land from your parking lot. It becomes a public safety problem which is
difficult for the police and firemen to monitor. We believe it will change the character of the area
detrimentally, adversely affecting our property value.

5. We are also concerned with the expanded design of the parking lot plan shown us at your
November meeting. It is much larger in scope than the first plan we were shown earlier this year.
This plan supplants old growth trees which serve as a habitat for birds and small animals. This
cannot be duplicated by landscape plantings

6. And so we refer back to reason #1, we strongly believe that is inappropriate for any private entity,
be it an individual, a business, or in your case, a church, to use public land for private usage. And
further that when that Conservation land is in a wild state, it should remain so.

For these and many other reasons, we strongly disapprove of this project. We understand that
you would like to have more off-street parking. To that end, we suggest that you improve the
stairway between your property and the Library parking lot for use by your able bodied members,
saving the current Church parking area for elderly and disabled parishioners. As the Sandwich
Library is not open on Sunday mornings, all day Monday and only open a few nights a week, it
should provide the parking that you need, without yaching on the wooded Town owned land.
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Robert F. and Ursula M. Leahy
9 Water St., Sandwich, MA 02563

Copies to: Bud Dunham, Ex. Secy.; Board of Selectman; Conservation Officer; Sandwich Historical
Commission; ‘Mass Historical Commission; Asssessor; Zoning Board; Plar@ning Board; Sandwich Fire and ‘
Police Depts.; James Hegarty, Margaret Ellsworth; William Diedering; Ray &Eleanor Fink; Jeffrey Walker ; frvchives







