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Town/City:   Sandwich 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Sandwich 

  

Address:  11 Wing Blvd. 

Historic Name:  Wing, Edward House  

Uses: Present:  Bed and Breakfast (Wingscorton Farm) 

 
Original: Single Family Dwelling House  

Date of Construction: c.1757 

Source:  Wing family records 

Style/Form:  Georgian Colonial 

 

  Architect/Builder:    

Exterior Material: 

Foundation: granite 

Wall/Trim: shingles 

Roof: ridge 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:   
carriage house, barn, cottage 

Major Alterations (with dates):   

 
 

Condition:  good  

Moved:  no  yes     Date:  

Acreage:  2.38  

Setting: the location is northeast Sandwich, adjacent to the 

neighboring town of Barnstable, and encompasses the 

extensive Scorton Creek and Marsh system as well as the 
Scorton and Ploughed Neck uplands. The area is centered 
on Route 6A but also includes portions of Sandy Neck 
Road, Ploughed Neck Road, and Old County Road. The 
vast majority of buildings date to the 20th century, although 
several dwellings represent earlier periods of the town's 
history, including the late-17th and early-18th centuries. 
Some agricultural landscapes, including fields and 
cranberry bogs remain as well. 



 

 

  

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  

 
The Edward Wing House is located on the west side of Wing Boulevard where it faces south toward Route 6A. It exemplifies the 
defining characteristics of Georgian architecture: square, symmetrical shape, central door, and straight lines of windows on the 
first and second floors. It is a large five bay by two bay building with a one story rear ell. It is sheathed with shingles, and rises 2 
and 1/2 stories from a granite foundation to a gable roof with center chimney. The clustered nature of the chimney suggests an 
early lean-to form that preceded the present full house. The center entry is framed by pilasters, five-pane transom, and 
dentilated lintel shelf typical of the Federal period. Windows with molded heads, even at the second story where they are located 
directly beneath the cornice, generally contain 12/12 sash. Paired gable windows contain 6/6 sash, and one 9/9 sash remains on 
the left (W) side. A row of closely spaced pines secludes the house from the road, while fields and wooded areas around the 
house, provide some sense of the former agricultural landscape. Early views show much more extensive open fields and an 
English barn with transom over the door that remains. Today, chickens are raised behind the barn and fresh eggs are sold there. 
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 

owners/occupants played within the community. 

 
This handsome colonial with its cluster chimney was built in 1757-1761 by Edward Wing (1734-1816) on his marriage to 
Mehitable Russell. (Edward built another house for their son Bennett (SDW.26)). Edward's son by a second marriage, Abram, 
(1767-1855) inherited the parental home. His son Isaac (1825-1896), a whaling captain, bought the house from his mother in 
1857 and left it to his son Mitchell (1854-1918). After 1885 it was sold outside the family. Daniel Webster is reported to have 
been a visitor. The house may have been a stop along the Underground Railway, given the political leanings of the Wing family 
as well as a ten-foot long narrow space behind a fireplace. This is speculative. 
 
In 1931 Samuel Dudley Hannah purchased the house from the Blake family. Hannah (1867-1945) had large landholdings in 
Sandwich and formed a marketing company called Homestead Trust. In the 1920s he acquired a large tract formerly in the Wing 
family and laid out lots which he named “Sandwich Downs.”  In the 1960s, 11 Wing Blvd. was used for several years by the 
Hopefield (Riverview) School as a staff house. Hopefield offered it for sale in the Boston Globe on Aug. 27 1972 as a “colonial 
built in 1761 with 2 1/2 acres, an enormous fireplace and in excellent condition.” 
 
The Edward Wing House possesses substantial integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. Built by a prominent local family, it is significant as one of the few early houses in the East Route 6A area, 
illustrating development patterns prior to the introduction of the present Route 6A in 1847. It is also important as a well-preserved 
example of a two-story Georgian style dwelling that retains some of its original agricultural setting and use. 
 
Currently the property is being operated as a bed and breakfast named “Wingscorton Farm Inn” and is up for sale. Newer 
outbuildings include a carriage house and cottage. From the real estate listing: “Currently a working farm, the antique home is 
one of the true landmarks of Sandwich. The main house features authentic unspoiled details such as seven fireplaces, built-ins 
and period accents” 
 
Samuel Chamberlain in his "Cape Cod in the Sun " 1937 (P 45) unfortunately labelled this house as being in Yarmouth . 
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