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Town/City:   Sandwich 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Sandwich,  

Old County Road Area 
  

Address:    85 Old County Road 

Historic Name:  Benjamin Nye Homestead  

Uses: Present:   Single Family Dwelling House 

 
Original: Single Family Dwelling House  

Date of Construction:  1678 

Source:  Nye Family records, Dendrochronology 

Style/Form:  Colonial 

 

  Architect/Builder:    

Exterior Material: 

Foundation: stone 

Wall/Trim: shingles 

Roof:  ridge 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  
 

Major Alterations (with dates):   

1. rooms added to rear (date unknown) 
2. roof raised (1816) 
3. ells added then removed 

(see ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION) 
Condition:  good  

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:  .14  

Setting: Old County Road follows the original route of the 

Old King's Highway which here followed native American 
trails meandering along the southern edge of Scorton 
Marsh. The Cape Cod Railway was extended through this 
area in 1854. Several important, well-preserved 17th, 18th, 
and 19th century houses remain, with a concentration 
around the former Nye mill site. Elsewhere, scattered 
historic houses, some fields, and one large cranberry bog 
help to convey the area's agricultural origins. Construction 
of the Route 6A bypass in the mid-19th century drained 
development from Old County Road and helped to preserve 
its early historic character. It was designated as a Scenic 
Road in 1973. 



 

 

 

 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  

 
The Benjamin Nye Homestead is a large five by two bay structure that rises 2 and 1/2 stories from a low stone foundation to a 
gable roof with chimney set-off to the left (East). It is sheathed with shingles and extended by a rear ell. Simply framed windows 
contain 12/8 sash. The entry is framed by pilasters and lintel shelf. The extreme asymmetry of the facade testifies to its 
evolutionary history.  
The house underwent three major structural changes. Originally it was a small peaked-roof structure with a central chimney. 
When more rooms were needed they were added to the rear of the first floor, making it a saltbox house, considered one and a 
half stories. Thus, the payment of Queen Anne's tax on two story houses was avoided. In 1816, due to the needs of increasingly 
large families, the roof was raised and more rooms added to form a full colonial (as it is today). A new chimney with five 
fireplaces and an oven was built. Windows were replaced, and in the east parlor and other rooms, inner walls were built leaving 
an air space of 8 inches for insulation and to cover the beams. Window and door trim was replaced, and a new fireplace mantle 
was installed. This renovation is documented in the account book of Silvanus Nye. Several ells were added through the years, 
but these have been removed, returning the house to the outline it bore at the time of the Revolution. Per Nye family historian 
John Cullity, two dendrochronology samples confirm the house to be dated at 1678.   
 
Other Nye homes in the area include 122 Old County Road (SDW.33: 1768) built by Jabez Nye; and 255 Mill Road (SDW.48: 
1716) built by Timothy Nye. Between roughly 1750 and 1850 this area was a busy country village (Cedarville) with the Nye 
gristmill, a carding mill, a tavern with stage coach stop, a general store, a cobbler, hatter, tannery, two blacksmith shops, a boat 
shop, post office and about 8 farms. People came from Sandwich Center via County Road and from South Sandwich via Mill 
Road. Until after 1847, Old County was the only road to Barnstable village. 
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 

owners/occupants played within the community.  
 
Thomas Dexter Jr., who ran a grist mill in the center of Sandwich, was taking a larger toll from each bushel than town officials 
thought he should get. In 1665 the town, to encourage competition, gave 12 acres in East Sandwich to Benjamin Nye (1620-
c.1704), one of Sandwich’s early and long-term settlers. In 1669 Nye built a mill on a creek running from Nye Pond on Old 
County Road (then known as “Sandwich – Barnstable Road”). He added a fulling mill to the site in 1676. In 1678 he moved his 
family from an earlier dwelling in Spring Hill (Area L. SDW.551) to the subject house built next to the mill at 85 Old County Road. 
The house went to his son Jonathan (1649-1747), and then to grandson Joseph in 1724. Six generations of Nyes were millers 
before the mill was torn down in 1867. In 1924 the Nye property including a game farm was given to the Commonwealth. In 
1962, as the state was about to rip the house down to make way for a trout farm, the Nye Family of America Association 
regained ownership of the Benjamin Nye Homestead and since then has been operating it as a museum. 
 
From a Booklet by the Nye Family Association: 
The Entry 
The front door opens with the entry revealing sharply winding stairs with a landing above. Under the stairs a paneled door opens 
into a small room formed by the backs of the fireplaces in the large chimney. This closet room was very likely used for the drying 
of herbs, fruits, and vegetables, or for the storage of wood to feed the five fireplaces. 
 
The Living Room or "Hall" 
To the right of the entry is a large living room or "hall" as it was termed in Puritan homes. It was the dwelling room where the 
family sat and ate their meals and lived. It little resembles its early appearance as it has been gradually altered over the past 250 
years. The massive fireplace with a cooking oven at the back has been replaced by a smaller one. In 17th century houses the 
plaster was put on the inside of the exterior boarding-the original wall is intact behind the present one. Later to make the room 
warmer, another wall was added a foot inside the original wall, thus affording more insulation. The unusual solid, folding shutters 
were also added at this time to the inside of the windows. They offered protection against the cold, blustery nights.The wallpaper 
is an exact copy of the paper found in the bedchamber above, and is called "Nye Homestead" paper. It was reproduced by the 
Waterhouse Wallhanging Co. of Boston from an old sample. (Of note hanging in this room is the first deed of the Nye house, 
signed by Benjamin Nye (his mark) bequeathing the house to his son Jonathan in 1704.) 
 
 



 

 

 
The Keeping Room or Roswell Nye Room  
This room was once the lean-to kitchen added at the back of the house about 1750 when the structure took the shape of a 
saltbox. The very large fireplace, five feet across, with its bake oven at the side is original. One can't help but imagine what a 
busy place this was with its many implements for cooking, dyeing, candlemaking, soapmaking, and other home activities. The 
revolutionary period gun in this room also contributes to the picture we have of family life; this room recaptures much of the 
old atmosphere. 
 
The Borning Room or Stenciled Room 
This small room next to the keeping room was somewhat easier to keep warm, thus it was used for confinement during illness, 
or, as the name implies, for the birth of a child. The stenciled walls were reproduced from old examples. Stenciling was a form of 
early decoration which was popular in America during a time when paper was expensive and rare. 
 
The Parlor or Best Bedchamber 
The wall of fine paneling in this room and the fireplace with the original iron fireback were discovered under a layer of plaster. 
Paint has been removed from a small area to show the original color, which was first black and then olive green. An inside wall 
has also been added to this room for warmth, and the old floorboards lie beneath the present flooring. The rope bed in this room 
is a typical example of the period. The feather mattress, homespun bed linen, and handmade quilt made it quite warm and 
comfortable. The quilt seen here was made from materials produced on the Nye farm, and was made by Desire and Rebecca 
Nye who lived all their lives in the house. 
 
Early bedchamber 
The room on the second floor above the livingroom retains nearly all the original features. The inside walls have been removed 
to reveal the early framed construction and plastered walls. The old wallpaper that has been reproduced downstairs remains on 
a section of the wall where it was discovered. The fireplace and early paneling are unusual in that they are recessed. The old 
floorboards are well worn from almost three hundred years of use. 
 
The Mill 
The town records show that Benjamin built the mill in 1669. Later in the 1600s he built a fulling mill nearby, and his son Jonathan 
built a carding mill, using the first carding machinery on the Cape. When the first mill was built here there was only one other on 
Cape Cod. "A-going to mill" was an important activity in the lives of the settlers, and they came for many miles to have their corn 
ground. Six generations of Nyes were millers in the little mill before it was torn down in 1867. In 1889 a building was moved to 
the site from Centerville and a second gristmill was established. It did not do too well and the site was purchased by John 
Armstrong who ran a jewelry and electroplating shop in the building which is still standing today. The front doorstep of the Nye 
homestead is believed to be one of the millstones from the first mill. 
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