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Town/City:   Sandwich 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Town Hall Square, 

Sandwich Village Center 
  

Address: 143 Main Street   

Historic Name:  First Parish (Unitarian) Church 

Uses: Present:  private residence 

 
Original:  Church 

Date of Construction: 1833 

Source:  Town Archives 

Style/Form:  Gothic & Greek Revival 
  
Architect/Builder:  Whittemore Peterson  

Exterior Material: 

Foundation:  granite  

Wall/Trim:  wood clapboards 

Roof: ridge  

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:   
      

Major Alterations (with dates):   

1871: raised up by 10 feet to allow the installation of a 
steam boiler, etc. 
1880: larger spire, new 4-faced clock  

Condition:  excellent 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:  .18 

Setting:  
The Town Hall Square Historic District is historically 
significant as the site of the earliest (1637) permanent 
European settlement in Sandwich, and for its long history as 
the civic and institutional core of the town. Main Street runs 
east to west descending from wooded hills to the west and 
becomes the primary civic streetscape to the east. It has a 
mix of 18th to 20th-century residential, civic, religious, and 
commercial resources on moderate-sized lots with similar 
setbacks and mature landscaping before it joins and 
crosses Route 6A on the eastern boundary. 
 



 

 

 
 

 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  

 
The First Parish Church (Unitarian) at 143 Main Street was designed by Whittemore Peterson of Duxbury, Massachusetts, and 
contains both Greek Revival and Gothic Revival elements. The building consists of a large, front-gabled rectangular block with a 
tower integrated into the front gable end. It rests on a granite foundation, is sheathed in vinyl clapboard siding, and the roof is 
covered with asphalt shingles. The front elevation has three large pointed-arch windows, and a center entrance with a 
monumental entablature carried by Greek key pilasters. Three pointed-arch windows are also found on each side elevation. The 
low square tower has an elongated hipped-roof clock spire. The partially exposed basement level, between the beltcourse 
demarcating the first floor and the foundation, is sheathed in wood made to appear as rusticated stone blocks. Windows have 
9/9 and 6/6 sash, and there are two entrances along River Street with open gabled hoods supported by simple braces. The 
church was converted to a private residence in the late 20th century. 

 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 

owners/occupants played within the community.  

 
Sandwich had long been home to the early Protestant church of many of its settlers. In 1639 land at the corner of Main and River 
Streets (today’s #143 Main St.) was set aside for public use and a thatched-roof Meetinghouse was built. The first minister, 
William Leveridge resigned in 1654 and moved to Long Island. In an effort to attract a new minister, the Meetinghouse was 
repaired in 1655 but it wasn’t until 1675 that John Smith (who lived in the “Hoxie House”) came on board. Roland Cotton took 
over in 1692 and in 1704 a larger, 2-story Meetinghouse was built. Rev. Benjamin Fessenden served from 1725 until his death in 
1746. His widow and son opened a tavern in town on the site of today’s Dan’l Webster Inn. Abraham Williams was minister from 
1748 to 1784. With a growing population the building was again expanded in 1804. In 1812, the parish split, with liberals keeping 
the Meetinghouse and aligning themselves with the Unitarians. The conservative faction, led by clergyman Jonathan Burr, left 
the Meetinghouse and founded a new Calvinistic Congregational Church at 136 Main St. The American Unitarian Association 
was founded in 1825, and the Meetinghouse became the First Parish Church (Unitarian). In 1833, prompted by the formal 
separation of church and state pursuant to a constitutional amendment, the Meetinghouse was replaced with the present First 
Parish (Unitarian) Church building at 143 Main Street. In 1871 the building was raised up by 10 feet to allow the installation of a 
steam boiler, a parlor, kitchen and large vestry room.  
 
The “Old Titus” Clock: 
In 1748, the new pastor Abraham Williams brought with him a 19-year old black slave named Titus Winchester. Williams offered 
his slave freedom but Titus preferred to wait until his master’s death in 1784 before becoming free. Titus went to sea as a 
steward and, when he died in 1808, left his entire estate (approximately $1,100) for the purpose of purchasing a two-faced clock 
for the Meetinghouse “so that it would ring for many years to come in memory of his former master.” His executor, William 
Fessenden, had the new clock installed, requiring the raising of the tower and spire. The clock faces were south (toward Main 
Street) and west (toward River Street). The clock came to be known as “Old Titus” and was transferred to the new church 
building in 1833. Historian Russell Lovell writes, “One memorable Sunday night in 1873 some control snapped and the clock 
struck off 406 bongs of the big bell before running down. A new works was clearly needed, and the town’s benefactor Jonathan 
Bourne of New Bedford stepped in with an offer of a new four-faced clock. A larger spire was constructed and the clock installed 
in 1880.” The Clock and Bell Tower were restored in 2005 by owner Christopher Wilson who then sold the building to a private 
party.  
 
By World War I the Sandwich population had shrunk drastically and the three central Protestant Churches had combined. In 
1918 the Methodists, Unitarians and Congregationalists formed the Sandwich Federated Church. For several years services 
were held for three-month periods in each structure. It was then decided to use the Unitarian Church for worship since it was the 
easiest to heat. A few summer services were held at the Congregational Church; however, each of the three parent churches 
maintained its own legal identity. The Methodist Church was sold in 1927 to the Masonic Lodge.   
 
In 1964 the First Parish Church at 143 Main Street was sold to private owners, Colonial and Mrs. Ronald Thomas. When the 
Unitarian Society tried to pass title they found there was no deed available since it was the direct inheritor of the meetinghouse 
that had occupied that site since the first settlement in 1637. For many years the new owners operated Yesteryears Doll 
Museum in the church. It is now a private residence.  
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